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Amendment To The Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for identifying [[a]] macceetaWe version of 
a form comprising: 

initializing a pointing instrument having a form version databas e, wherein the 
form version database includes form ga^fjcajon gndydin g a form tvn» identifier 
and a version ni imhor 

determining if the form version database must be updated; 

providing an indication to a lmv if the form ^ n ,w abase m „ at hft ll [viatari . 

obtaining form version data from the form; 

determining whether the form is an acceptable version using the form version 
database and the form version data by using the form tvne inWitw and 

Efovidinq an indication to the .rer if the form i* ^ , n acCRnfahlA uorci _ 
processing pointing instrument input data obtained byusing the pointing 
in strument with the form onlyjf the form is an acceptable version. 

2 (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the pointing instrument 
is a digital pen and the farm .« printed nn p flpor 

3. (previously amended) The method of claim 2 wherein the form version data 
obtained by reading an RF-ID tag. 

4. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein the form version data is obtained 
by scanning a bar code. 

5. (original) The method of claim 2 wherein .he form version data is obtained 
by obtaining user stroke data. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 5 wherein the user stroke data is obtained 
when the user traces over a form indicator. 

7. (previously amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the form indicator is a 
serial number pre-printed on the form in a dashed font. 

8. (currently amended) A digital pen comprising: 
a processor; 

a storage device connected to the processor; and 

the storage device storing a form version database, wherein the fnrm ^ n 
database includes form identification data indudinn , ^ ^ ^ nfifirr w , 1 
yers,on number gnd wherein the p r ocesso r is nnnfin,,^ tn ^ , fnrm ^ 

DUmbaUD tf to use the form ve r sio n database tn determine tfthe form K^mberjs 
acceptable . 

9. (previously presented) The digital pen of claim 8 wherein: 
the processor is configured to update the form version database. 

10. (canceled) 

1 1 • (currently amended) The digital pen of claim 1 0 wherein- 
the processor is configured provide an indication to a user if the form version 
number is not acceptable! 

„, the P™"™ h ronfigured to o btain user authentication ^ a ^ , ..^ r tn 
determ.ne if the user is authorized to use the form, and 

the processor is configured to dfeabje the djgjtaj pen js the • -rr is not 
authorized t p use the fnrm 

12. (Previously presented) The digital pen of claim 11 further comprising: 
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an LED for providing an indication to the 



user. 



13. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising- 
updating the form version database periodically. 

14. (previously presented) The method of claim 2 further comprising- 
d.sabling the digital pen if the form version database must be updated. 

1 5. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 further comprising- 
Signaling a source of forms to indicate «h» QfoutHateH f _ „ 

form is not an acceptable version. 

^■(P^lypresentedlThemethodofo.aimZwherein.hefonnve^ton 
data is obtained by obtaining lookup pattern data. 

17. (eunentty amended, A method for authorizing the use of a version of a 
form comprising: 

form JUTS k PO ' nUn9 haVi " a 3 VereiOT "—^taHUH, 
toU^ionda. tebase uUm to |den||flcaft . nn ^ h _ ,- n ^^:, , 

and a version numhpr yF ■ueiimifir 

authenticating a user of the pointing instrument; 
obtaining form version data from the form; and 

databallThef ^ " " ***** "*» *• fo ™ " 

database and the form version data by usinc the forrn type jdentifjer- 

determmmg whether theTser is an au^eTu^^ 
the form version database; 9 

^m^mm^MSM me fcn, » nn. ,n a6£SBiali | a v SBiaD , 
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version 



18. (previously presented) The method of claim 17 wherein: 
the pointing instrument is a digital pen. 

19. (previously presented) The method of claim 18 further comprising- 
d,sabling the digital pen if the user is not an authorized user of the form 



20. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 7 wherein initializing the 
pomtmg instrument includes determining if the form version database must be 
updated. 

21. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the form version database includes a 
range of acceptable form type identifiers and defending whether me form is an 
acceptable version Includes determining id the form version data indicates a form 
type cn the acceptable range. 
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